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ilham F. ]olmston went to war at

the age of eleven years and be-
came a plains fighter afterward. Hls
reflections, here set down, point a [
moral and adorn a tale v
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[This "human document” s published as one ol
the most remoarkable letters wo ever read. It was
not Intended for publication origloally, but was
written by Mr., Johnston, who lves in the Michi-

Soldiers® Flome, Lo his brother, an editor In
ebraska.]

Y DEAR Drother Qeorge:

Your letter of November 27 is at
hand, and it warms my old heart
to think my little brother is so inter
ested in anything pertaining to my

SN rather uneventful past. Of all things
I despise, 'tis an egotist. However, aa
you wish to know something about
your brother Billy's early experience,
aﬂ't gee how | can help telling.

I was born June 18, 1860, In Detroit, Mich., and
yhen the Civil war broke out In 1861, | was going
to school, with no thought of anything but a good

and mischief. In July, 1861, when one month

eloven years of age, 1 offerad my services
b the Ninth Michigan infantry, Company “H," Cap-
lain Adams (n command, which was quartered at

Wayne. Of course, 1 ran away from school
enlist, and mother was almost crazy before they
nd out where I was. They kept me some two

at the fort as a drummer boy, | was B0

my drum would not clear the ground when
marching, and 1 had got into so much migchlef In
it time that a sergeant took me to the port gate,

¢ me over his knee and spanked me with o

her belt, ana told me to beat it for home and
mother, which 1 did. I have always thought my

ither told them what to do with me,
1,-Wﬂl father whipped me and mother eried over
me and as I Lad got peppered with loe while
it the fort, | was made to sleep in the barn for a
, untll cleaned up. But the fife and drum
too much for me, and in July. when twelve
mrs and a month old, 1862, 1 agaln ran away from
home and enlisted In the Twonty-fourth Michigan
mtantry which was quartered on the old fair
punds in Detroit. 1 beat the drum and played

@ devil for ten days, whoen | was again taken
© the guard line and (nvited to skip. With the in
} tlnn went some kicks and cuffs 1 bave not for

otten yet,

But the boys woere not to bisme for the rough

eatment they gave me ns my father had quietly

it them up to I, trylng to make me tired of
pldiering.

. My brothers and sisters thought | was a hero,

thought 1 was a devil, but mother thought |

just her own little Billy just the same. But

.to school 1 would not! There was too much
tiraction on the stroet, so in Ocober, 1862, my
pother packed a little trunk of clothing, and they
irted me for the Lansing Agricultural college
' things began to happen then. 1 arrived at

gchool In the afternoon of Baturday, Octobar 8,

was to have been examined and put tnto my
{ s Moonday morning. | might say this was the
axtent of my college education, and the last of my

['m: morning Mr. Tibbets, who kept the

ng house for the school, and bhis wife, lent

- the day to make a visit, Milton Ward of De-
joit, who was at the school at the time, and my-
wore boon companions, having becn acquaint
a Detroit. Sunday morning, Milton and I hooked
s md went up to Lafising, as I remoember It,
ple of miles away, MUt always had money,
d was four or five years older than 1. He got a

g bag of candy and a bottle of wine, We went
pthuhonltorlurl After dinner Milt and

d anbdther boy and three or four little girls who

_ vidﬂu bays at the school, got rin &

big room upstairs, and what o time wa did have!
Mr. Tibbits and his wife came home and found
the lot of ua all nsleep; gome on the floor, Bome on
the bed, but all of us tipsy and slck from the wine
Was there anything doiu~ then? | should say yos!
This whole lark was lald at my doser, I was locked
In a room to be kept unill Monday, when 1 was to
be sont back home to my parents. 1 did not dars
g0 home, a8 father would certainly have tried, at
least, to whip some of the meannesas ont of me, for
I had about used up his patience. So after the
houss had got golet at night, [ dropped out the
window and hiked for Lansing. They were then
racrulting for the Sixth Michigan cavalry.

1 told the recrulting officer 1 had no mother or
futher, that 1 sold papers and did odd jobs for a
living, and swore 1 was elghteon years old. Sure,
he knew better, but they enlisted me regularly as a
bugler, and assigned me to Company O, Bixth
Michigan eavalry. 1| wns twelve yeuars, three
months and twenty-three days old, and was In my
third enlistment, but this was the first time | was
mustered In. All Madden enlisted with me.

1 wad sent to Grand Rapids where the regiment
wins camped while being recruited to its full
strongth, We were musterad Into the sorvice
there. The life that we led the oflicers of Company
1 was anything but pleasant.

In Washington, we camped for & timo on Maorl
den hill from which pluce we made our first hike,
And we tasted war, when we went to Falinouth
and skirmished with Mosoby's guerrillas. We had
the opportunity of trading coffee for tobacco with
the Confederate pickets, A white handkerchief
on the end of a saher was the slgnal to stop
gshooting while the trade was being made between
the "Heba” on the Fredericksburg side of the Rap-
pulisnnock river and us “Yanks" on the Fulmouth
gide, 1 must say 1 never kuew of any advantage
being taken to shoot & fellow while the trade was
boing made. In the early spring of 18683, no regl-
ment was kept more busy than the Sixth Michigan
looking out for Moseby and his men. We always
had them, but never got them to any great ex-
tent, Moseby was 8 wonder

From then to the time | wns taken prisoner
wo were In elghteen battleg and minor engage-
ments between June 20 to October 11, 1863, The
Little Dugler never loat a day, but did lose lota of
menls In that time,

On Octobor 11, 1863, at Brandy station, my horse
was #shot from undet me, and 1 was taken pris
oner. OQur regiment wus charging through a regi
ment of enemy cavalry that had got in botween
the main column and the rear guard, when my
horse was struck by a plece of shell between the
knee and hoof, throwing me heels over appetite
some feel over his head. [ was cut and bruised
by the feet of the charging troopers, who were be-
hind, When [ finally got up it was to look Into
the barrel of what appeared to me (o be a eannon,
but In fact was only a 486 Colt, and a fellow In a
gray suit was telling me to strip! He took my
ghoea and pants, and darn him, he could not wear
either of them; he was so much larger than I

1 was taken with a trainload of othoer prisonera
to Richmond, Va,, but on the way had traded off
my blouse for something to eat. We wero divided
up In bunches after arriving at Richmond, Destiny
sont me to old Libby prison, and later to Belle
lsle.

I had no pants, shoea or hat. One of the older
mon had given me an old coat. The guard would
issue us & fow sticks of wood in the evening. We
burned our fires as long as possible, and when
the fires had burned out to coals we scattered the
coals over the ground to warm it, and then would

THER
LITTLE
BUGLER IN
A SOLDIERS
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lie down to sleep, stretched in long lines of any
number of men, all eurled up spoon fashion, as
close together as possible,

I lay down on the end of the line one cold night
when soon a poor fellow eame and snuggled up to
me. Along in the early morning when he should
have turned to warm my back, he did not move
I got up on my elbow and pulled his nose. lle was
dead. It was the most frightful experience 1 ever
had,

Our dead were usually relieved of any good
clothing they may have had on to be used by those

who were almost naked, 1 had still on what was |
left of a shirt and pair of drawers that 1 had |
worn for almost a year, Can you realize or im:
agine how lttle of elther were left? | went down
to the dead line one morning and saw a body on
which was a fine shirt of blue cashmere cloth, 1
went to the gate and asked the officer of the Con-
fedorate guard, an old man, if 1 might remove the
shirt from that body to wear myself.

“My poor boy.” he sald, and gave permission,
with tears running down his wrinkled cheeks, to
tiuko the shirt,

A red-whiskered, spindleshanked, low-down
fellow from Wisconsin that 1 wag chumming with,
and whom I had kept allve by stealing grub for
him to eat, stole that shirt from me 1 lost a silver
mine in Colorado vears ago that sold afterwards
for three hundred thousand dollars, but it did not
hurt so badly as the loss of that ghirt,

Shortly after this, thero was a parele of sick and
disabled men agreed on by the governments, 1 got |
out and walked aboard our transpert at Sa
vannal, the raggedestlooking kid that ever left
that city. What fow troope there were in that
trangport just stood and eried when they saw our
boys. This was the nineteenth of November, 1864

At Annapolls 1 got my back pay, ration money
and clothing money for the time 1 had been pris
oner, amounting to some §300, with a furlough for
thirty days. 1 started for Detroit. 1 can't tell
yvou all that happened on the trip, but | got home
broke after o week or ten dayvs on the road.

Father killed the fatted calf, mother had It
cooked, and | was made much of by everybody
for 1 had been reported dead long figo, and they
bad preshed a memorial sermon for me, telling
what o good little boy I had been. 1 came home
and spolled it all. Alter 4 few days at home |
went to dismounted egmp at Harper's Forry and
from the camp wag returned to my regiment
then In Washington walting 1o take part In the
grand review, after which we werg sent to Forl
Leavenworth. Here 1 was discharged und the
regiment saent out on the plains uftor Indians

| went to Denver in the fall of 1866 with a mule
train, before thore was a rallroad In the moun
tains. 1 rveturned to Topeka, Kan, with bul)
trains, onilmihg in the regular army, went to Call
fornin by way of the isthmus, guarded surveyors
in Arizona from the Indians, and fought Indiane
in Arfzona with the First United States cavalry
I made a trip Into Mexico with a load of phoney
jowelry. Later 1 was arrested as a fillbuster spy
in Guaymas and was shipwrecked on my trip
from Guaymus to Mazatlan. Two oul of seven
ware saved after floating around for thirty-six
hours, 1 was shanghaled in Ban Franclsco and
taken around Cape Horn to Dublin, which was the
wost adventurous five months of my life. 1 cams
back to my home in 1878, married In 1874 and
sottled down to be decent,

I am now a member of the Michigan Spldiers
home. Uncle Sam I8 trying his best to make me
comfortable in my declining years. But neither
he nor amll the powers that be can make up
the ten years *wvorse than lost from my twelfth
to twenty second year, for what | did not learn
that was rough In that time |1 have not learned
sinve and It Is not In the books,

| public
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SHORT NEWS !TEMS

A two days' farmoers” institute will
be held ot Wakefisld Pob. 1! and 12

the ety of Yoric 18 preparing 1o
pave Lhiryene Mocks In the spring
Four und oncnnll milex ol paving
were campleted lgsr year

L 4 "Themsen of Minden, vepubll
van, 4 the 0r:t 1o Gl as onndi
date for oflice in Wearney conniy, e
liled for clerk ot the distifer eourt,

Twelve orphan children wier
brought to Seward the other day fron
New York and placed In honies in the
city and surrounding country

The Lancaster Board of
Commissioners hag purchased @ suit-
nbic butlding in Lincoln and bhegun
the manvfaciure of culveris for eoun
Ly nse

A. V., Wortman, edltor of the He:
hron Champion, and E, H. Kendall
have purchiased the Hebron Reglster
aml will combine ft with the Cham-
plon

Coaunty

Ly treasurcers pf Nebraska will bs heol
in Omahipn February 22 and 24
Melstosh of Adams county, s presi
dent of the association.

Flve thousand acres of Platte
ley land will be put into sugar beets
between North Platte and Keystone,
according to John
the American Beet Sugar company.

The town of Hadar, located
miles north of Norfolk, hua been in
corporated, Hadar boasts of a popu-
lntlon of 108 souls and those enthus
lastic over the incorporation expect
to see a continuaous growth In the
town.

Madison county’s corn (I'l\]\ for 1915
is figured to have been 4,025,887 burh:
els, or an average of T'.<I'..' hnshfls to

the aecre and Is valued at $2,012,944 |

The county had 11,489 acres in win-
ter wheat, averaging 194 bushels to
the acre

The village board of Eddyville has

right to conduct an electric Hghting
syetem within the town, and has also
ordered that twelve street lights be
Installed at twelve princlpal cross-
Ings.

EPayard H. Palne; of Grand Island,
hasz prepared his petition for one of
the nominations for district judge and
will file the same In the near future,
There are at present three candidates
for the non-partisan nomination,
though it Is expected there will be
others.

An agricultural short course will be
lield at Allen March 6 to 10. ‘This is
the fi»st venture In a short course in
the community thus far. In addition
o the work by the state workers sev-
eral local features will be added,

A concrete bridge of the latest style
of construction will be erected over
the Flatte river at Kearney., It will
take the place of the mile long wood.
en €iructure now spanning the river.
Application for etate ald was made
many months ago and not until lately
has the matter been acted upon by
the bonard

Joo W Leadliam, editor of the
Gordon Journal, bas announced his
candidacy for the republican nomina-
tlon to the ofMoe of commizsioner of
Innds  and  bofldings. Mr
Leadham 18 a student of the Univer
gity of Nebraska and of Morningside
college at Sloux Clty, and a native of
Nebraska.

Lert Howard announces the sale of
the Johunson County Journal-Tribunal
of 'Tecumseh, to Charles D. Blauvelt
of Arapahoe. Mr. Howard has been
Interested in the paper for severa!
years.  Mr. Blauvelt has previously
been in the newspaper business at
Arapnhoe, selling hils paper, the Mir
ror, last fall

The smallest known human mother,
Mra. Dolletia Boyken, and her two
elhilldren are in Fremont for a  vieit
with relatives, Mrs. DBoyken, who
was a former Fremont girl, welghs
enly thirty-six pounds and s twenty-
scven inches high, Her parents and
brothers are normal sized. The litle
tyear-all son of Mre, Boyken Ia
larger than his mother.

City Health Commissioner Connell
nf Omaha announced that he intende
to employ several additional physi
elans as assistants in the health de
partment during the prevalence  of
vearlet fever. These are to check up
*susplcions” enses, follow up quaran-
tineg and ald in Inspectlon of places
of publle gathering. Thera are nearl
three hundred cases in the city ol
this time

Petittons were  elrenlated placing
the pame of Senator A, D. Speucer of
Barnstou in nomination for the repubs
lenn nomination for senator from the
Fourtecnth penatorial district, ¢om
priving the countles of Gage and Paw-
LITL LN

Both elevators at  Plymonth  have
been turninEg away praln the past few
days, owing to the shortage of cars
The recent ralse in prices has had a
tendency to bring In the grain and
there I8 much complaining over this
ear shortage.

Mrs. Caroline L. Johnson, S0 years
old, widow of the late Willlam John-
sou, and a renl Daughter of the Rev-
olvtion, perhaps the only remuaining
one in the siate, dled alt Hastings.

Contracts on three new  stateald
bridges are to be opened soon. At
Sutherland, over Platte river, cost
e, - §22,000; length, 540 feet, Al
Gretonn, over Elldmrn; cost  lim't,
$25,000; length, 300 feet, At Schuy
ler, over Platte river; cost limit
$46,000; repalrs to steel bridge now
standing, 1,060 feet long, and 700 feet
additional of new sieel spans

Whe aununl gonvention of the coun- |I1"u th at hiz bome
d | east ol York ns

inge, ‘The organlzatlon bna started
off whih n membership of nearly twao
hiundred

Plulnyview will soon have & Carne
wio library The (‘arnegle board has

aliowed the funds for the bullding
und the oty counell hiag passed an op
liranee 1o support [t

gelecied ns the piace
annual exhibition of roo
ard swine, by representatives of the
Nullopnl Swine pasoclation
who met i Chieagn recently

. J WhHbherion of Pllger

Loulin wos

(STL S (] .1}

firowurs'

sent his

first nerd of f(at stock, consisting ot
forty bhead, averaging over 1,260
pounds, o the SBouth Omaha market

the other day and got the top price
of SK.I5

A. 1. Molider, president of the Une
fon Pacifie rallroad, who was serlous-
Iy injured when le fell on the ice
while skating at Omala, 1§ much ime
proved and lg cxpected to be aboul
S0,

Henry burncd te
twenly miles soutis
n rosult of the explo

Brackhun - was

Peter | slon of the contents of a can of kero
.| Bene with which he was starting the

| kKitchen Lre

val- |

| Mrs. Henry

The ANoePherson county board has
ordered a speelal election for April
1%, to vote on the proposition to lssue

Bryan, agent for|bonds to the amount of $4,000 for the

construction of a new court house

n few | at Tryon.

Willinm Fislier of
killed at the

Boatrice was

home of his siater
Synoves, residing on a
farm mnear Belloville, Kas, being
caught In the fly wheel of a threshing
machine engine.

Directors of the Mid-West Retall
ITmplement Dealers’ assoclation, after
the annual convention at Omaha, de
clded to hold the next convention
also In Omahy, the dates to be De
cember 6, 7 and 8, 1916.

Several hundred delegates are ex

| pe wited to attend the annual state cons
granted Andrew Sutherland a twenty-

ive year franchise granting him the |

vention of the Y. M. ¢. A. at York
February 18, 19 and 20, according to
officials of the state assoclation whae
are busy with plans for the meeting.

Two hanks in Harlan county pald
their taxes under protest pending the
supreme cour! decision on the wvalid
ity of the new law that superseded
the Smith mortgage tax law which
permitted banks to escape taxation
on their capital stock.

Machinery of all kinds for mixing
conercte will be in operation, turning
out the varlous kinds of useful and
ornamental articles made of thizs ma
terial, at the tenth annual Midwest
Cement show to be held in Omahe
February 29 to March 4.

Clerk of the Platte county district
court, C. M. Gruenther, as referes,
sold at public sale at the court house
in Columbus, in the neighborhood of
five hundred acres of Platte county
land, at an average price of $135 per
acre,

All records for a single month's hoga
receipts at the South Omaha stock
market were broken in January., The
previous record month for bog re
ceipts was February, 1912, when the
receipts for that month totaled
369,032 heand. The total for last
month is nearly 400,000 head.

Nebraska health officers at their
annual conference in Omaha, indorsed
a proposed Nebrauska law for comhin
ing the pure food, hotel inspection
and various other health movements
under one head. The bill, to be in-
troduced in the next legislature, will
also call for a sanitary suryey of the
ataute, More than 100 Nebraska towns
were represented by their health offi
cors,

The city mansger plan 18 being ad-
vocated by many residents of Bealrice
at the present time. Beatrice was the
first Nehraska city to adopt the com-
misgion form of government, and the
same interests behind -this move, are
behind the clty manager plan. It s
suggested as the city election Is ap
proaching, three men enter the race
for the commission who will consent
*0 serve without pay.

Fourteen thousnnd acres of irrigat
o land are ready for entry In the
North Platte project and applieations
may be made at the Alllance land of-
fee up to March 24, Drawings will
b held later, according to an an
nouncement by the United States In
terfior department The department
savs that the farms will contain from
forty to eighty acre farms, and that
homesteaders will find nearly 60,000
weres already in cultivation In (he vi
cinity and the land i In the center
of a rapldly growing country,

0. G. Smith of Kearney, director of
the Btate Falr assoeclation and prom.
Inent stock ralser, filed his petition to
be placed on the republiean primary
ballot a= a candldate for senator from
the digtrict comprising Sherman,
Kearney and Bulfalo counties,

Pdward Varner, editor of the Ad
ams Globe, g the champlon trapshot
of Nebraska, according to the official
wvergges of the InterState Trap
Shooting assoclation recently issued
His average for the 2,090 targets shot
at during the year was 82 per centl.

A dividend of 10 per cent was de
clared at the annual meeting of the
Wymore Farmers Lumber, Coal and
Graln company held at Beatrice. The
organjzation has 160 stockholders

it has been declded by the Burling
ton Rallroad company 0 renew con
struclion s soon &s weather condi-
tlons make it possible upon the Chal
¢o cut-off. Work was temporarily sus-
pended in 19156 on account of the un-
usnal financial conditions throughout
the country, It (s the Intention now

to complete the llnanutulrsdm
us practicable.




